  Preservation of Colonial Spanish Horses 
                       In America
Breeders/Conservationist (no Hispanic Equine Preservationist for Colonial Horses)
Colonial Spanish Horses – Non-Feral 
*Wilbur-Cruce :  (CA) Robin Collins(foundation breeder), DeMayo, Young, Cardenas
(AZ & NM) Debrots (foundation breeder), Hughes, Dixons, Collings, Snider
*Santa Cruz Island:  (CA) Cristina Nooner(foundation breeder), Louis Gonda
* NON-FERAL, owned/closed/contained populations -   All others of FERAL decent
Colonial Spanish Mustangs -Feral
Spanish Barb Breeders Association:   Jean Walsh (Romero/McKinley/Belisky)
Cerbats:  Feral  (Arizona) Mary Ann Thompson (Undetermined)
Choctaw:  Feral – with Organizations for preservation -Native American
Chickasaw:  Feral - with Organizations for preservation – Native American
Banker Ponies : Feral-(E. USA)BLM – ALC (American Livestock Conservancy)
Florida Crackers:  Feral – BLM- ALC (American Livestock Conservancy)
Marsh Tacky (Carolina): Feral- BLM – ALC – (American Livestock Conservancy)
Abaco Barb:  EXTINCT
Mustang Associations:
Spanish Barbs - Robert Painter
Spanish Mustang Registry  – Brislan Family
Southwest Spanish Mustangs  – Gilbert Jones & Bryant Rickman
Horses of the Americas  – Vicki Ives (Karma Farms)TX
Kigers -:  Josh Warburton BLM, Mary Ann Simonds, Robin Collins (Keller) & Later, Rick Litttleton & (Steens Mountain)
Sulphurs  – BLM-HMA (American Sulphur horse association) & Return to Freedom
Prior Mountain - BLM - Feral Mustangs

In the Beginning
As I discovered the historic and genetic importance of the Colonial Spanish Mission/Ranching Wilbur-Cruce horses, I began to try to plan for a future beyond my personal conservation efforts.  After a great deal of examining different Spanish Horse registries, I chose and approached the Spanish Barb Breeders Association to include the WC horses in their registry to confirm their type and historical importance, and to give the Wilbur-Cruce horses a ‘registered’ identity.  All the foundation WC horses were accepted and given registration numbers. (Thanks also to Dr. Phil Sponenberg, PhD.)
Next in 1992, I founded the Heritage Discover Center, Inc., a preservation/conservation/historical and educational non-profit.  The HDC has 8 areas/sections designed as period parks to conserve the horses and demonstrate to the public all the wonderful tasks and contributions that the WC horses had provided during our California Colonial period. And…the Legacy they left.
I then searched for people and organizations that could help me present and demonstrate the 8 sections of HDC: Exploration, Military, Wildlife & Ecology, Native Americans, Missions, Ranching, Agriculture and Equine/Spanish Livestock (Rancho del Sueno) and development of the early Californio/Vaquero Alta California…the El Dorado. 
I was fortunate to meet Mimi Lozano (Somos Primos) and the Californianos, comprised of descendants of the first individuals to enter Alta California on expeditions with Portola & Father Serra and De Anza & Father Font.  These people and their families were the first to settle and develop the missions, pueblos and ranches of Colonial California.
· To date, in the past 25 years,  Mimi Lozano and individuals from the ‘Los Californianos’ have been the only Hispanics to visit and/or financially contribute to the WC horse’s preservation, in particular the Delarios family.
· Heritage sometimes comes at a high cost and/or sacrifice to be fought for, cared for, and loved if it is to endure.
· I applaud the Americans that found and saved their heritage, whatever it may be.
· I want to thank Paul Trujillo (HDC Director) for helping me learn and present the wonderful history associated with the WC horses and the Californio/Vaquero history.
· I have been sharing the story of the Wilbur-Cruce horses with Somos Primos for the past 8 years and some of the difficult times I have encountered trying to preserve Spanish Colonial history and conserve the horses themselves.  There has been no response or support with the exception of Mimi Lozano.  ‘Somos Primos’ has a following of 100,000 people, if each person only gave $1.00 that would be $100,000.00 toward saving this invaluable Equine history, this incredible history on the hoof…the treasure that the Spanish brought and the Legacy the horses still represent today.


My contribution to this Equine Heritage and Legacy:
July of 1990 – I went from California to Tucson, AZ with 2 horse vans to bring home the Wilbur-Cruce horses that Ms. Eva Antonia Wilbur-Cruce relocated from her ranch (with the assistance of the ‘Minor Breeds Conservancy’, now the ‘American Livestock Conservancy’ ) to the conservation efforts of three people.   I received and contractually took possession of five stallions, twelve mares, and two foals.  Most of the mares were in foal, which gave me a total of 25 Wilbur-Cruce horses by then end of summer.  I kept these horses in Monterey, Ca.  My husband (Richard Keller) and I leased Laguna Seca ranch for our show horses, I additionally leased the Laguna Seca Stallion Station for the WC horses.
Expenses:  From July 1990 thru May 2016
Laguna Seca Ranch: feed/ board/staff for 25+ WC horses from 1990 to 1994: $200.00 per horse per month, $240,000.00 - Plus supplements (salt, grain, etc.)  $60,000.00
Total:  $300,000.00
Mokelumne Hill Ranch: feed/staff for 40 + WC horses from 1994 to 2001: $100.00 per horse per month $336,000.00.  Plus supplements (salt, grain, etc.) $168,000.00
TOTAL: $504,000.00  
Madera Ranch:  feed for 50+ WC horses from 2002 to2016: $100.00 per horse per month $840,000.00.  Plus supplements (salt, grain, psyllium, A&M) $420,000.00.
Total: $1,260,000.00  
TOTAL: $2,064,000.00    (for feed & basic care for WC horses)
Additional Expenses:  
1) Vet/Surgeries: $660,000.00 (vet care, vaccinations, etc. + clinical care)
2) Farrier:   $187,500.00 (trims/shoes every2 mo.)
3) Barns/housing:  $90,000.00  (barns/fencing for Madera only)
4) Transportation:  Undetermined, in excess of $150,000.00 for vehicles & fuel for 25 years.
5) Insurance: $50,000.00 (minimum)
6) Equipment:  $125,000.00 (Tractors X 3 + Fuel, $60,000) Other, not added
7) Training: $159,400.00 (in addition to Robin)
8) Events:  $70,000.00 (Parades, re-enactments, educational appearances, Documentaries, etc.)  
9) Maintenance & Staff:  Undetermined, changed annually.   
$1,276,900.00  (for additional expenses)
[bookmark: _GoBack]TOTAL:  $3,340,900.00  (25 years of dedication to preserve/conserve Wilbur-Cruce horses from Robin Collins-Keller)    Annual personal expense of  over $133,636.00  + for 25 years.    
Without financial assistance this will become a LEGACY  LOST     
I have experienced medical issues for 9 months and I CANNOT CONTINUE WITHOUT IMMEDIATE FINANCAL HELP…                 
IN ADDITION THERE WAS THE EXPENCE OF STARTING THE HERITAGE DISCOVERY CENTER, INC., NON-PROFIT ,  IN 1992.  Not including office expenses (promotion, web sites, social media, and printed materials).
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       For, after God we owe victory to the Horses…
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