

~THE DREAM ~ A  REMEMBRANCE ~
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      I am hoping to preserve a unique window of time nearly lost for humanity to recognize.  Many often refer to it, as the ‘golden’ period in our western history and civilization.  However, true as that is, it has yet to see the remembrance that it so greatly deserves.  So much of this rich colonial cultural heritage has vanished, and many of the fragments that do remain are obscure or misunderstood.  To reclaim this history for everyone to appreciate is to fill a dark hole of time with beauty, majesty, perseverance, and the reality of change.
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      I have been graced with custodianship of a noble and honored survivor of this period...a remnant of the original Spanish horse. This fundamental priceless thread of our cultural past still exists and has enriched my life in ways I feel compelled to share.  With time these Spanish horses have led me to view history from an exceptional place from the heart, spirit, and soul of our World. They arrived with the peoples of an unequaled period of history and this glimpse of a golden moment of colonial western history still remains with their presence.

      Since being given the responsibility of their precious lives, these horses have gifted me with an awareness of who they are and where they are from and empowered me with a desire to become more knowledgeable about my own heritage. That is why I am giving back to them by trying to conserve the quickly fading segments of their history, re-create their distinguished past and tell of the stories of the peoples they served and the lives they changed by founding the Heritage Discovery Center, Inc. (HDC), a 501(c) 3, non-profit since 1992.

      Through the years I have found that this is a task that I cannot achieve alone. Until now the project has been limited to our site at Rancho Del Sueño, the equine division of the HDC. However, through time and dedication, we now have the opportunity for ‘Living History Museums’ in two historical locations in California. Lompoc/La Purisima Mission in Santa Barbara for our early Colonial Center and Pacheco Pass near Monterey for our Californios Ranching Center.
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      So, as I enter my 22th year of personal dedication to these horses and to our colonial history I am reaching out to you, to assist in the conservation of these time honored icons of our past and to help me preserve and re-create an opportunity where this western Colonial history comes again to life from which everyone can share and learn. I reach out to you not for blind donations, instead, I invite you to become personally involved in the very heart of this mission.

Information on Our Opportunities

La Purisima Mission and State Park 

In beautiful historic Santa Barbara County, Purisima Mission State Historic Park represents our exploration, colonization and mission period of California. It was the eleventh mission of the twenty-one Spanish Missions established in what became California. Franciscan Padre Presidente Fermin Francisco Lasuen founded Mission La Purisima Concepcion de Maria Santisima on December 8, 1787. It also aids in representing the influential Chumash culture, whose home was the Central Coast. 

This impressive interpretive center would be a significant advantage to be associated with their “mission” experience in conjunction with the HDC it would create a complete re-visitation of a time long ago. 

Pacheco Pass – Pacheco Pass is one of the few easy passages between the coast and the great central valley. It serves as a convenient route for people of the San Joaquin valley, Monterey, San Benito, Santa Cruz and southern Santa Clara regions. It also serves as the home for the Central Valley Yokuts tribe. This pass was a favorite haunt for the infamous Joaquin Murieta and played a huge role in the Butterfield Transcontinental Stage Line and was part of the first Overland Mail Route.

Pacheco State Park is the last remaining portion of the Mexican land grant, El Rancho San Luis Gonzaga. Francisco Pacheco and his son Juan were granted the property and built the first house in Merced County on this land in 1843. At the time of Francisco Pacheco’s passing he was the richest ranchero of Monterey County and his land grants included more acreage than any other individual in the state. The land remained in the Pacheco family through five generations until Paula Fatjo, the great-great granddaughter of Francisco Pacheco, donated the land in 1992 to be a park for future generations who share her love of animals, horse back riding, history, and unspoiled land. This land has been a horse and a cattle ranch since 1843. Because of the spirit behind her donation, I believe that this would be a perfect partnership with our Ranchero Period Center to ensure that her intentions for this property would be fulfilled.

What you can do to get involved  

Now that you’re on our website, you have already taken a step in the right direction. There are many things from here that you can do. You can start by becoming a member. There are two different types of membership, donor and sponsor. As a donor member you will be supporting the development of the HDC, ‘Living History Museum’ Projects and of course, our horses. Upon donation to any of these categories you will receive a letter with explanations of what your donation has done for the                                   HDC. As a sponsor member you will be able to view a list of pictures and descriptions of all of our horses and choose from a vast selection of foals, juveniles, mares, stallions and our select performance horses to sponsor. Upon sponsorship you will receive a certificate, photo and a monthly update on your sponsored horse as long as your sponsorship is sustained. All donations are tax-deductible.

      It is with my deepest gratitude that I acknowledge the time you have taken to even, just for this moment, share my dream and the dreams of these horses along with the many lives they have enhanced. As you read these words, I invite you to join us and live the dream …
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Francisco at La Purisima Mission                                     





HDC - on Location – Portola and Father Serra Documentary





Chumash Docent with Francisco at La Purisima





Pastoral View of Pacheco Park





Mustano –  Inspiration of the dream ………





Libre  –  An ambassador from the past  to the future …








